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The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation with confidence in the Words of 

our Lord Jesus, who gives not only bread and wine but his true body and blood to eat 

and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and with 

one another. Those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to 

their great harm (1Cor 11:27-29). Reception of Holy Communion here at Concordia is a 

public confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar. Those who are not yet 

baptized, instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this 

congregation and The Lutheran Church— Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the 

sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor or an elder. 

 

 

Prelude 
 

 

Welcome & Announcements 

 

 

We stand. 

Opening Hymn   “Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates”   341 
 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 
Baptism of Ronald Bumgarner 

Holy Baptism is God’s loving work for us. Through water and His 

Word, our God, makes an everlasting promise to us. Here He places 

His name on us. Here He calls Himself, “Father,” because in Baptism 

He claims us as His children. Here we are connected to Jesus, “the 

Son” who has rescued us from sin and death. The Bible teaches that in 

Baptism we are united with Jesus in a most special way. We are 

joined with Him in His death and raised anew by the power of His 

resurrection. Thus, God’s work in Baptism forgives our sins and gives 

us the promise of eternal life. In Baptism, we receive “the Holy 

Spirit” to believe and trust this promise until we reach His welcoming 

arms in heaven. Thus God’s work begun in Baptism is ongoing 

through the Holy Spirit as He daily forgives our sins, daily gives us 

renewal and strength to live as holy people and daily He fills us with 

hope to see by faith our home with God in everlasting life. Hear now 
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some of these promises of God expressed in His Word: 
 

“But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, He 
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of 
His mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal 
by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us generously through 
Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, 
we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.” Titus 3: 4-8 
 

Remembering God’s saving of Noah through water, St. Peter points 

us to the saving power of Baptism: 

 

“This water (of the flood) symbolizes Baptism that now saves you 

also - not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good 

conscience toward God.”      1 Peter 3: 21 

 

P These are the promises of the Lord. 

C We believe them and are glad to hear them again. 

 

Together as the Body of Christ, we will join Ronald in speaking a 

testimony to the gifts God gives in this sacrament. As we have already 

heard, God has promised the forgiveness of sins and new life for Ronald 

in this sacrament. Let us now profess our faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, 

and confess the faith of the Church, the faith in which we Baptize. 

 

P Do you renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways? 

C I do renounce them. 

 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty? 

C Yes, I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven 

and earth. 
 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son? 

C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was 

conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the Virgin Mary; 

suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, died and was 

buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose again 

from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to 
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judge the living and the dead. 
 

P Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection 

of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Ronald Bumgarner, do you desire to be baptized? 

Yes. 

 

Ronald Bumgarner, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given 

you the new birth of water and the Spirit; who has forgiven all your 

sins; and who has adopted you as His son, strengthen you with His 

grace until you see His promise complete in life everlasting. God’s 

peace go with you forever. Amen. 

 

(A Candle is presented symbolizing Jesus, who is the light of the world) 

 

Through Baptism God has added Ronald Bumgarner to His own 

people to declare the wonderful deeds of our Savior, who has called 

us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

C We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a 

fellow member of the body of Christ, a child of the same 

heavenly Father, to work with us in His Kingdom. 

 

The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time 

forth and forevermore. Depart in peace in the name of the Father 

and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

 

We stand. 

Hymn of Praise  “Arise, O Christian People”           354 
 

 

 



4 

 

 

Salutation & Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Let us pray 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, 

that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your 

grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

We sit. 

 
 

Anthem   “Pat-a-Pan”            Hart Morris 
 

 

Old Testament Reading        Isaiah 7:10-17 

L This is the Word of the Lord.          Pew Bible page 727 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Anthem      “Savior of the Nations, Come”     Bridges/Poston 
 

 

Epistle Reading                      Romans 1:1-7 

L This is the Word of the Lord.        Pew Bible page 1194 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

 

We stand. 

Gospel Canticle      “Let Our Gladness Have No End”     381 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

 

Holy Gospel               Matthew 1:18-25 

Pew Bible page 1026 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 1st chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

We sit. 
 

 

Hymn of the Day “Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come” 350 
 

 

Sermon “Twas the Week Before Christmas”  Pastor Michael Geml 

 

 

We stand. 
Prayer of the Church 
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Preface 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
 

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, who in giving Your 

only Son, Jesus Christ, to accomplish our salvation has fulfilled the 

hope of the prophets and of Your people for countless generations. 

We thank You for calling us to be Your people in this time and 

place and for inviting us to Your holy Table. Joined together in the 

name of our Lord and in the communion of saints, we pray You to 

send Your Holy Spirit upon us to sanctify and renew us in body 

and soul for the sake of Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever 

and ever. 

C Amen. 

 

 

Words of Institution 

 

 

Proclamation of Christ      1 Corinthians 11:26; Revelation 22:20 

P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the 

Lord’s death until He comes. 

C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body 

and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to remember and confess 

Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the 

tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into 

heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us 

in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
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Lord’s Prayer 

 

 

Pax Domini 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C And also with you.  

We sit. 
 

 

Distribution  

 “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”     Paul McKlveen 

“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”  356 
 

 

We stand. 
Dismissal 

 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

 

 

Benediction 

 

 

Closing Hymn  “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”        338 
 

 

Postlude 


